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The 30th International “Kusamakura” Haiku Competition
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5"‘ 4| '53‘%[3 F 3 Non-Japanese Section

ity Rt -1 f--8  Kusamakura Taisho (Grand Prize) & Reiju Fukuda Award

famine AL e

. 2 VAL ey arah Al
empty_pots spill “DHEH»Hhl S (United Kingdom)
moonlight HoXk
i §- 4 8 -y Kumamoto ‘City of Artesian Waters’ Haiku Award
Nadan los cuervos AR Miguel Angel Calderon
en el mar de olas de oro, E¥ D% Solis
trigal al viento. F 12 ) (México)
4% 33 Tokusen (Second Prize)

intonation e Hs

Darko Batan Zunjic

a butterfly lands FREA—DO/MICHE>T

11

. . (Montenegro)

on a guitar string BRAL O &

Quiet river bends, i )IloHH Y Faith Nvokabi Ni
the heron folds its pale wings B HE - T (f{:mya;yo e
into the twilight. el
chess box F = ADF Srinivasa Rao Sambanei
friends and foes after the war W% 2 CIRE 77 ({;ﬁ;*)‘sa A0 Samhangt
laid side by side L SHATME->T 5

lightning HEH ool
tip-toes hilltop Fir b EANE DI b Ndreland)
to hilltop Y W<

the close of summer HoO#bH Y Darmir Jamialii

my kokeshi dolls ozl Serbia) 0

don’t age EHLS oa

Manos curtidas HE L7 Catalina A. Buadas Porcel
preparan la comida. F OB (Egéﬁi) - puadas Foree
Arde el brasero. KERRE D



8% & Tokusen (Second Prize)

tras el incendio IIpe=E3 di tin rodr
. . . - 1ego martin rodriguez
en la tierra respiran: B %9 % (Argentina)
flores violetas H)
RN INHFR R Vladimir Aktov
Rl BB RS IR FEo 723 ) DT D (Russia)
YR BEZBHDI AL B (Comment of the Grand Prize winner) Farah Ali (United Kingdom)

My name is Farah, and I live in England in a small city by the sea called Brighton.
I would like to apologize for being unable to attend the ceremony in beautiful
Kumamoto and offer my gratitude to the staff and judges for their kindness,
generosity and hard work in organizing such an elegant and prestigious competition. :

[ am honored to have won Kusamakura Taisho in the foreign language category—
it is a dream come true, and I promise to continue to improve and work hard on my
haiku. I have deep respect and admiration for Japan and the Japanese people and
am happy that haiku has forged a connection between us even though we live on
opposite sides of the world.

[ write and read haiku almost every day and when my daughter is old enough I
hope she will love haiku too. When it is not raining my favorite places to write are on
long walks by the seashore and in my small garden where I grow trees, flowers, fruit, vegetables and herbs.

The suffering in Gaza, Palestine, has hurt my heart. This haiku was written after I saw images of injured,
starving adults and children waiting for hours even though there was no food left. I could not stop thinking
about those empty pots and the innocent hands holding them. But famine and food insecurity are not only
isolated to conflict zones. Many people all over the world do not have enough to eat and my haiku is also
dedicated to them.

As a mother I pray for a world where no child goes to sleep hungry. As a human being I pray for a world
where every man, woman and child can live in peace, free from tyranny and oppression.

Thank you so much for your time and consideration.

MWE7 77— - TVEHLET, AFVADTITA M E0IWLO/NI ZNNCEATEY £9., BBATOXEKLLL
FUAZHMML T NS o7 ARZBRE. BHEOEKRDO ZHYL THEL. TWIHICH L THZEEHDOE 2B a2 HRkL 0
JE BTV RLET,

ZDIZEED DR SERRHMOEMRE R Z L2 %2HE 00, SEBRLMEL TALOUMDO N ZE(LE &
22LEBEVCHL EFET, REHAL W OIEE AZICHEOEROLER >TEY 9, 2L THHITHERD S
EATVE LRV A, FPRLZRUNITHE e 2B LI TEY 27,

PERNC DV TIERRIE E AL HIHALZ VA7 LTEY £, WO TIC KRESRELBHMZIFEICh>TS
NEIEZEFE-TVET, WORESROWH, FARMEFERZ S0 R A6 B, R N—T7 5 E2HTTL 28,
KOINSRESTIHATHEZLTEY £75

APRIRVAFFDANZDOERI MDA E T COMRNRAGLIZY LA RAR IR &> T
VBRI HBED S FIRH S FFDOARDOMGR % RIS TEHDTY, EBZESFOEREZNZRY LO TS ML
AR DFIEOOTHEDLE S 213 X EAT U, AU ERM R EH F k72 G IR Y A, HHFICRBEVDV T E
DleoTORVILLZHDOTY, FRIOMOINEIDLIBRALITHLTHETLNIHDTT,

— ANDOREELE L TR T HIEDSHUEIREBO £ FIRZ 23R 25300 TT. AL LTIRTOHME, 2ok,
FHPHFN LTS AIICZ ) FANCEL B2 L5822 i>T0E T,

COERBIDEI R CREEZGZTRIIY, BHPL LT XY, (V4 ) 180t 5R)
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unnamed sepia photo
from before the quake

all eyes
wide open
aquarium

typhoon arriving...
the farmer’s hat
upon his chest
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a hand approaches her mouth

starving refugee
with a microphone
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o, M R/KERTH - BEARE  Chikasuitoshi Kumamoto Shou (Kumamoto ’City of artesian Waters’ Haiku Award)
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refreshing water
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Kuznetsova Natalia

from a decrepit well...
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the old man’s wisdom

76



77

o

Trees in gowns
of autumn hues

tremble in the wind

rubble

a child picks up a toy

collateral damage

dandelion seeds
on the wind
graduation day

picking mulberries -
your lips more blue
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just born
a mushroom lifts its cap

towards the sun

a silent veteran
sips a cup of sorrow -
in a shot

summer drought -
the only green
a raven’s sheen
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ferrymen paddle canoes
Benjamin Blaesi (A4 )

intertwined branches
on the highway

two lone trees
holding hands

July rain--
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green darner
stitching the sky Jeff Hoagland
to the meadow (USA)

cradled in her hands
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I stir a magpie trill
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becomes skin

empty battlefield
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